
 

History KS3

 
Mastery in Year 8 

•	 Gain an understanding of how 
exploration and colonisation 
developed throughout the early 
modern period and began to 
collapse in the 20th Century.

•	 Explain how Britain became 
more industrialised and how  
this impacted society and the 
way it was governed. 

•	 Understand how a more 
globalised world caused conflict 
and how more radical politics 
developed as a result of them.

•	 Engage with the ideas of cause 
and consequence and form 
opinions surrounding them.

 
Mastery in Year 7 

•	 Gain an understanding of what 
history is and how a historian 
works. 

•	 Explain how governments and 
societies were different to 
others, and our own, in Medieval 
and the early modern world. 

•	 Engage with sources and 
artefacts to see how a historian 
gains an insight into the past.

TRANSITION

YEAR 
7

YEAR 
8

YEAR 
9

ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND
Should Anglo-Saxon England be known  

as the ‘Dark Ages?’

THE EARLY TUDORS
How did England change under  

the early Tudors?

THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR
Should the King be executed?

NORMAN CONQUEST
How did Normans establish  

control in England?

PRE-COLONIAL AFRICA
How developed was Africa  

before colonisation?

POWER AND PROTEST
How close did Britain come to achieving 

true democracy between the Great 
Reform Act and the Equal Franchise Act?

THE BRITISH EMPIRE
What was the British Empire and 

what is its legacy?

INTERWAR – RISE  
OF DICTATORS

How and why was there a ‘rise of 
dictators’ during the Interwar period?

LIFE IN NAZI GERMANY AND 
THE HOLOCAUST

What was the Nazi Holocaust and what 
was it like to live in Nazi Germany?

VIETNAM
What was the United States’  

role in Vietnam?

CIVIL RIGHTS IN BRITAIN
How did race relations develop  

in Britain?

MEDIEVAL ENGLAND
How did society work in  

Medieval England?

THE ISLAMIC EMPIRE
Why have there been such varied 

interpretations of Saladin?

INDUSTRIALISATION
To what extent did the Industrial 
Revolution change Britain for the 

better?

WWI AND MEDICINE ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT

How did the pillars of 19th Century 
civilisation crumple into the flames of war?

WWII
How did WWII impact Britain 
and International politics?

CIVIL RIGHTS IN AMERICA
How did race relations develop in 

the USA?

HISTORY OF MENTAL HEALTH
How far do you agree that the 

introduction of pharmaceutical drugs 
was the reason that asylums closed?

 
Mastery in Year 9 

•	 Confidently engage with sources 
and historian’s interpretations 
and students should be able to 
form their own interpretations.

•	 Gain a greater understanding  
of how genocides and civil rights 
movements have shaped the 
world we live in today. 

•	 Express how key historical 
concepts are linked to one 
another. Identify key historical 
concepts and themes.

•	 Engage with extra-curricular 
opportunities, such as the 
Debate Club, to prepare 
effectively for GCSE. 


